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TALENT

Mescall is a man of many talents. Along with

being an accomplished performer he is a well
renowned songwriter on both sides of the Atlantic
and his songs have appeared in albums that have
topped the charts in many different countries
around the world. He accomplished a great feat
when in November 2007, albums containing his
songs from country group Rascal Flatts and boy
band Backstreet Boys were in the Billboard Top
100 chart at the same time. Most recently, Don
appeared on The Voice of Ireland as an assistant
coach to Sharon Corr, where he used his experience
in the business to give the competition hopefuls an
insight into the music industry. Don sat down with
RSVP to talk about his experience on The Voice
of Ireland, his highs and lows in the world of show
business and the influence that women have had
on his life.

As asinger, songwriter and producer, Don

So Don, thanks to your appearance on The Voice

of Ireland, the public were reminded of your great
talent and of your vast experience. Did being
assistant coach on the show bring back memories
of when you were starting out in the business?

Yes it did remind me of when | was starting off. Saying
that, 'm not sure I would have had the confidence to
performon live TV when | began my career. They're
very brave to do it. | really enjoyed the experience
though. It all came about because | had been working
with Sharon for a few months writing for her
forthcoming album, which was really enjoyable. She is
avery talented lady; | was delighted when she asked
me onto the show and we have become great buddies.
[t was great fun but it was also very rewarding. There's
some great talent on that show and | have been so
lucky to be involved with it.

As a coach what were you hoping to achieve?
My role as an assistant coach to Sharon was really
to help her to get the very best performance out of
her team. | was able to share the techniques that |
have picked up along the way from many years of
performing and recording with the contestants.

What do you think of reality shows? Would you
ever have been tempted to enter one when you
were starting out?

To be honest, I'm not a big fan of reality TV. | never
really loved The X Factor or the Idol shows. The
concept behind The Voice is different though and

I was glad to be part of it. The interesting thing for

me was the concept of the show, which | felt was so
much more credible than other reality shows. | was
delighted to see that the competition wasn't based on

how the contestants looked or based on their attitude,

it's just about the voice. | was never tempted to enter
one myself. I'm from the old school of perfecting your
performance skills by gigging or in a live situation

- like an apprenticeship of sorts. | feel the result of
working like this is better.

You have had a varied career so far, but what
achievement are you most proud of?

Early in my career | had the opportunity of opening
the show in London for one of my idols, the great
Richie Havens. I'll always remember | was so nervous
because it was something | had dreamed of doing for
so long. | had listened to his albums and even based
my guitar style on his. To have the opportunity to
meet him was just amazing. | had no idea then that he
would end up recording one of my songs, which would
become one of his key songs and that we would end up
being friends. Another high point that | remember is
being in Manhattan, passing a music store and looking
at the whole front of the store covered in the Back
Street boys album cover. | was so pleased to have
them cover my song Trouble Is on that record.

Have there been any low points?

Of course, but lows are good sometimes because they
ground you. | remember opening for Chris de Burgh

at the Albert Hall in London, playing to a full house of
5,000 people. It was a great gig but | was brought back
to earth the following night when | played to 20 people
in Slough and none of them were listening to me.

Have you always been a creative person?
I guess so. | don't want to sound too precious but
as I've gotten older | have really started to feel
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enter areality TV show
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school of perfecting your
performance skills by gigging
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so thankful for the gift that | have been given. | love
performing and writing. | have always felt that they go
handinhand and | feel blessed that | can get out there in
front of an audience and perform with just an acoustic
guitar and my voice.

You have had a part to play in so many hits over the
years, but when you see other performers singing
your songs in concert do you ever wish that it was
you singing it in their place?

Not really, | always love when an artist or band really
makes a song their own and especially when they have
ahit! I'mso lucky that | also get to perform the songs
when | tour myself so | just enjoy watching other artists
performing my songs.

I read that you are a vegetarian and very passionate
about animal rights. Can you tell me a bit about this?
I have been a vegetarian for almost 16 years now. |
became one because | have a problem with the way
animals are treated. | really understand people’s need
to eat meat but | can't understand why, in most cases,
these animals are treated so badly. In some ways | think
that things are changing for the better, but it's going to
take some time.

Music is obviously a very big part of your life but do
you have any other interests or hobbies?

Music plays a huge part in my life. | love it because it's
so easy for me. | try to give my brain a break sometimes
though and | have a great interest in old furniture. | love
old furniture and wood so sometimes | buy old pieces of
furniture that need repair. I'mno carpenter but | enjoy
restoration and | love the idea that you're giving new

life to something and it will be around for some time to
come. | also love to ride my motorcycle. It's the last true
freedom and it's kind of in my blood. | grew up with it -
my brother Tom has a motorcycle shop in Limerick.

What do you do to relax and unwind?
| love toread and | really would like to have more
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time to do it. There are some great Irish authors like
Colum McCann and Joseph O' Connor. Also when I'm
in the house in Kilkenny | always find time to walk in
the woods. | collect the neighbours' dogs on the way,
all three of them! It's beautiful around the woods in
Kilkenny.

You divide your time between Ireland, the UK and the
US. How does this work?

With great difficulty! | have just signed a new publishing
and co-production deal in London, so | guess for the
next three years | will be spending more time in the
UKand US. Travelling is just a part of what | do and |
wouldn't want to change it. Of course | get homesick
but I have been so fortunate in the last year to spend so
much time in Ireland after being away for 19 years. | felt
it was the right thing to do - | needed to recharge my
Irishness.

What do you miss about Ireland when you're away?

I miss my family mostly. | have the most amazing family
and | feel so blessed to have them, they are incredibly
supportive.

Does travelling so much make having a normal life
difficult?

It does but sometimes it adds to life. It provides
inspiration. Inspiration comes from the new situation,
the new people and the new experiences. | wouldn't
have it any other way.

And you have a 13-year-old daughter, Eve. Do you
think that growing up around women has helped you
to develop a better relationship with your daughter?
Yes | think so. I have eight sisters so | think | seem to
relax a little more when I'm around the female species. |
have a wonderful relationship with my daughter. She is
my inspiration and the most beautiful soul | have ever
met by far.

Are you currently in arelationship?

I'm very private about my private life and | always feel
that really that's stuff that no-one else needs to know.

Aslan, one of the most popular Irish rock bands ever
are set torelease a new album soon and your song
is their first single. Have you enjoyed working with
them?

You know | have admired that band from afar for about
20 years. | remember going to see them play live back
thenand | was blown away. They are such a great bunch
of guys. It was suggested that we should get together
torecord something and they ended up cutting Too Late
for Hallelujah, a song that Boyzone has also recorded.
It's the first single from their forthcoming album and

| feel so privileged, especially as it's their 30 year
anniversary in the business. Another dream come true.

I also heard that you have a great friendship with
Ronan Keating. Have you been friends for long?

I've known Ronan for the last five or six years.He's a
great guy - hardworking and very talented. He just gets
better and better!He is also a great songwriter and we
share a healthy interest in motorcycles. Our friendship
started when Ronan recorded a song of mine called All
Over Again some years back. | loved the cover that he
did. He really made it his own and it was a hit which was
great.

How important is friendship to you?

Friends are very important to me and I'm blessed to
have so many. | think it would be a pretty cold world if
you didn't have good friends around you.
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